ISO                       ARABIA INFELIX
the Tripolitans inveighed against the Turks to interested listeners but, when the matter came to be tested in the crucible of war, the Italians were surprised and not a little annoyed to find that the indigenous population changed its previous attitude.
It will always be so where Christians and Moslems are concerned. They admire our administrative methods, but they do not want us^ and are amused and horrified at our social code.
Any system that would give Yamen a stable Moslem ruler, with British administrative control and enterprise, as in Egypt, would be popular enough, though there would be trouble about taxation at first. The tribesmen think that they should not be taxed. Under their Imams they were exempt, but gave military service if called upon, provided they did not disapprove of the quarrel in hand. This system is an absurd anomaly under organized rule.
Yamen wants many things; among them a licking for her outlaw tribes, while her law-abiding folk would do well to remember that no government would guarantee their safety and immunity of goods, without exacting a quid pro quo to feed the machinery of administration. Tribal governments level such exactions on all their civil population, and often fail to carry out their side of the bargain, as the system of tribal military service is too unstable for the maintenance of public security.
The Turks exact tribute where they can, and maintain order if they can : their methods are not successful.
The Yameni is not a difficult type to hanffle, really, though the vicissitudes of his administration have made him a bit cantankerous. He is always open to convic-